Some Medical Problems of the Sudan
Leprosy
This disease is endemic in the southern districts of the
Bahr El Ghazal and Mongalla Provinces. Occasional
cases occur in most parts of the country. It is of interest
to note that one particular tribe, the Zande of about
200,000 people, contain 6,000 cases of leprosy; approxi-
mately 75% of the total number of cases in the Sudan.
Large leper settlements are situated at Sources Yubo
and Li Rangu in the Bahr El Ghazal Province, and at
Yei, Kajo Kaji and Opari in the Mongalla Province.
Infectious cases are isolated in these settlements ; the
remainder are treated, if possible, at dispensaries situated
near their homes.
Sleeping Sickness
The Tsetse Fly, which is the carrier of this disease,
occurs in the southern districts of the Bahr El Ghazal
and Mongalla Provinces, and at one time or other most
of the fly-infested areas have been infected with this
disease. The infected fly lives in the undergrowth along
river banks, and seldom flies more than 100 yards. Con-
sequently if stretches are cleared for this distance on
each side of watering places and similar clearings are
made at bridge sites, infection is unlikely to occur, pro-
vided the natives use the official watering places.
The natives of this area prefer to dwell in the forest
in isolated huts, and villages are not a feature of their
social life. Consequently it has been found necessary to
induce them to live along selected roads to facilitate
frequent medical inspections of the whole population for
cases of sleeping sickness, and the proper clearing and
supervision of the watering places.
By means of a very thorough and ardous campaign
sleeping sickness has been practically eliminated and only
occurs along the Southern frontier of the Equatorial
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